How to Use
These Notes
We’re honored you have chosen to use the 426 Series for your Bible
study and want to give you a thought or two before you begin so that
you can lead the best possible meeting.
The most important thing to note is this: These notes are not
meant to be used apart from the book itself, and the book is not to
be used in place of the Bible.
You need to read and familiarize yourself with the Bible passages
and pray for the Lord’s leading as you prepare.
Teaching the Bible is a great privilege and should not be taken
lightly. These notes and the accompanying book do not mean that we’ve
planned your lesson for you. What they do mean is that we’ve done
a lot of the heavy lifting for you. Consider the combination of the
book and notes as a starter kit for a great discussion.
Oftentimes these notes have the answers, but sometimes they don’t.
Therefore, you need to read the corresponding study in the book!
So here’s how to lead a great meeting:
1. Pray before you begin to prepare!
2. Read the study in the book.
3. Read the Bible passages referenced in the book.
4. Review these notes, and add to them your own insights and
questions. Make it your own!
5. Bring your Bible and the notes to the study and lead from them;
leave the book at home!

Study Guide for
He is God
Notes: Questions are in bold, answers are in parentheses; when you see
“(open)” after a question, that means that the question is an open-ended
one with no particular right answer. Unless otherwise noted, when the
notes ask for a verse to be read it is best to have one of the attendees read
it—get them involved!

Notes

These notes are to be used in conjunction with the book, The
Incomparable Christ.
________________________________________________
Pray to begin
Our series topic is going to be “The Incomparable Christ.”
What does the word “incomparable” mean? (without compare,
unique, unsurpassed)
The first area we want to discuss that makes Jesus without compare
is this: Jesus is God in human form.
Can you tell me in what verse Jesus says the exact phrase, “I
am God”? (trick question—there isn’t one)
Jesus never said the phrase, “I am God”—and yet the idea that He is
God is central to Christianity.
If He didn’t directly claim deity, how can we say that He is
equal to God? (open)
There are several reasons we can do this:
1. HE ALMOST SAID IT!
While He didn’t say the exact words, “I am God,” He came so close
that it’s a moot point.
Read and discuss John 8:48–58.
What was the reaction when Jesus said, “Before Abraham
was, I am”? (discuss)
Why was this significant? What did Jesus mean, and what did
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they understand Him to mean?

Notes

Read and discuss Exodus 3 (see the book for details— write your
notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Read John 10:30.
What was the response when Jesus said this? (they wanted to
stone Him)
What did their response mean? (they took Jesus to mean He
was claiming to be God)
It is clear that Jesus made statements to indicate that He was God
in human form.
2. HE DID THINGS ONLY GOD CAN DO
If someone claimed to be God, what are some things you
might expect him to be able to do? (open)
What are some of the things that Jesus did that only God
could do? (open) (created stuff out of thin air, raised the dead,
controlled nature)
Read and discuss Matthew 9:1–2 (see the book for details— write
your notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Why can only God forgive sins? (open)
Read and discuss Matthew 9:3–5 (see the book for details— write
your notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
How does Jesus prove His divinity in verse 4? (He read their
minds)
What was Jesus’ point in the question He asked? (it’s easier to
say something than to actually do it)
Read and discuss Matthew 9:6–7 (see the book for details— write
your notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Why is this story important to proving that Jesus was God?
(because the fact the man was healed showed that Jesus has the
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power to forgive sins, which in turn indicates that He is God)

Notes

3. THE REST OF THE NEW TESTAMENT TESTIFIES TO JESUS’
DEITY
It isn’t just Jesus who made the claim that He was God, the other
New Testament writers said so.
Read Hebrews 1:3 (see the book for details— write your notes and
questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Read and discuss the passage from Colossians 1 that the book references (see the book for details— write your notes and questions in
the Notes column on this sheet)
Is there anything in that passage that is new to you? (open)
Read and discuss the passage from Colossians 2 that the book references (see the book for details— write your notes and questions in
the Notes column on this sheet)
4. GOD GAVE JESUS HIS SEAL OF APPROVAL
What did God the Father say about Jesus? (open)
Why would what God the Father had to say about Jesus be
important? (you would think that if Jesus was equal to the Father
that the Father would say something about it!)
Who are the members of the Trinity? (God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Spirit) (for details about the Trinity, see the
book’s appendix)
Read Matthew 3:16–17
How do the other members of the Trinity show their approval of Jesus in this story? (the Father says it, the Spirit came
down as a dove and rested upon Him)
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The final point we want to look at is this:

Notes

5. HE ACCEPTED PEOPLE’S PRAISE AS GOD
We’ll look at two stories that make this point.
Read both Matthew 32–34 and then Matthew 16:15–17.
What is similar in both of those stories? (people acknowledge
Jesus as God)
What is Jesus’ reaction? (He did not correct them)
Why is that significant? (because you would deny worship unless
you were God, a charlatan, or a lunatic)
(You might want to share the C. S. Lewis quote from the book.)
CONCLUSION
So, Jesus is indeed God. What are the implications of the belief
that He is God? (open)
The deity of Christ is one of the main—if not THE main—distinctions between Christian and all other religions.
What is your answer to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say
that I am?” (open)
Pray to close
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Study Guide for His
Nativity & Incarnation
Notes: Questions are in bold, answers are in parentheses; when you see
“(open)” after a question, that means that the question is an open-ended
one with no particular right answer. Unless otherwise noted, when the
notes ask for a verse to be read it is best to have one of the attendees read
it—get them involved!

Notes

These notes are to be used in conjunction with the book, The
Incomparable Christ.
________________________________________________
Pray to begin
Our series topic is “The Incomparable Christ.” We’re looking at a few
of the things that make Jesus unique and without compare.
The last time we discussed His equality with God. This time our topic
is His incarnation and nativity.
What does “incarnate” mean? (made flesh)
What does “nativity” mean? (nativity = birth)
The two are very closely related—His nativity was the vehicle for His
incarnation.
Let’s talk about His nativity first.
1. THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
When do we celebrate the Nativity of Christ? (Christmas!)
Why is Christmas such a big deal around the world? (because
we’re celebrating the most important birthday of all time—the
birthday of Jesus!)
Where is the first mention of Jesus’ birth in the Bible? (there
are several references in the Old Testament, written long before
Jesus was born)
Here’s one of them. Read Isaiah 7:14
Why does it say His name would be “Immanuel” instead of
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Jesus? (see the book for details— write your notes and questions
in the Notes column on this sheet)

Notes

What does “Immanuel” mean? (“God with us”)
Why is that significant? (because that’s exactly who Jesus is, God
walking among us)
Read and discuss Isaiah 9:6 (see the book for details— write your
notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Read and discuss Micah 5:2 (see the book for details— write your
notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
What are some of the facts you know concerning Jesus’
birth? (open)
Can you see any importance in those details? (this is where
you can discuss Joseph, the manger, etc.)
Discuss the meaning of the name “Bethlehem” (see the book for
details— write your notes and questions in the Notes column on
this sheet)
Discuss the meaning of the shepherds and their sheep (see the book
for details— write your notes and questions in the Notes column
on this sheet)
What is “the virgin birth”? (the Bible said that the Savior would
be born of a virgin and tells us that Mary was a virgin when she
gave birth to Jesus)
Why was the virgin birth important? (see the book for details— write your notes and questions in the Notes column on this
sheet)
Now let’s talk about the Incarnation.
2. THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST
Read John 1:14
Who is the Word? (Jesus)
What does a word do? (it represents something; if I say “tree,”
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you know what I mean; Jesus represents God—if you want to know
what God is like, just look at Jesus)

Notes

What does it mean that Jesus took on flesh and “dwelt
among us”? Why is that significant? (see the book for details—
write your notes and questions in the Notes column)
Read and discuss Philippians 2:6–8 (see the book for details— write
your notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Who was Christ being obedient to? (God the Father)
Read and discuss 1 Timothy 2:5–6
What is a mediator? (someone who helps two parties come together)
What are the two parties involved in this analogy? (God and
Man)
What was the problem? (man’s sin)
Discuss the verses in 2 Corinthians 5 referenced in the book (see
the book for details— write your notes and questions in the Notes
column on this sheet)
What does His incarnation have to do with His ability to be
our mediator? (He was both God and Man, so He could represent
both sides!)
Read Mark 10:45
What motivated Jesus to die for us? (His love; see John 3:16 if
needed)
Why could Jesus die for us while someone else could not? (He
had no sin of His own to pay for)
The ultimate reason for His nativity and His incarnation was so
that He could be our mediator and our ransom
What should our response to Jesus be? (open)
Pray to close
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Study Guide for His
Treatment of Others
Notes: Questions are in bold, answers are in parentheses; when you see
“(open)” after a question, that means that the question is an open-ended
one with no particular right answer. Unless otherwise noted, when the
notes ask for a verse to be read it is best to have one of the attendees read
it—get them involved!

Notes

These notes are to be used in conjunction with the book, The
Incomparable Christ.
________________________________________________
Pray to begin
You can tell a lot about someone by the way they treat people.
Who do you know that treats people well? (open)
What are some signs that someone is a jerk? (open)
We have been looking at how Christ is without compare, and here’s
one more area where He’s awesome: The way He treated people when
He was here on earth.
Who are some people in the Bible that Jesus interacted with?
(open) (fishermen, religious leaders, prostitutes, lepers, His family,
regular people, government officials)
How would you say that He treated those people? (open)
Is there a general description of how He treated others?
(open) (some harshly, most kindly, all fairly)
Here’s a key concept about God: Read Romans 2:11
So, if Jesus was God in human form (as we discussed earlier in this
series), then we can expect Him not to show partiality or favoritism.
What does that mean? (it doesn’t necessarily mean that He will
always be nice; it means that He will teat people the same)
We’re going to look at three stories of Jesus interacting with different types of people.
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1. ZACCHAEUS (Luke 19:1–10) (key point: HE ACCEPTS US AS WE
ARE)

Notes

Read Luke 19:1–2
What do these two little verses tell us? (open)
Any idea where Jericho was? (it was a major intersection back
then, and a major toll collection point)
What do you know about tax collectors in the Gospels? (open)
(see the book for details— write your notes and questions in the
Notes column on this sheet)
Why do you think people didn’t like tax collectors back then?
(see the book for details— write your notes and questions in the
Notes column on this sheet)
Read Luke 19:3–4
What strikes you about that story? (open)
What does Zach’s willingness to climb up in a tree tell you
about him? (open) (he must have really been curious about Jesus!)
Read Luke 19:5
How do you think that made Zach feel? (open) (it could be
great, but he also might have been a little embarrassed)
What does that one verse tell us about Jesus? (see book for
details)
What kind of person does the world think Jesus wants to
spend time with? (open)
What has Zach done to warrant Jesus’ attention? (nothing—
other than show an interest in Him)
Is Zacchaeus a righteous, goody-two-shoes type person? (no
indication of it, far from it, in fact!)
What does that tell us about the way Jesus treats people? (He
accepts us where we are)
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Read Luke 19:6–7

Notes

Do you think Zach had become a Christian? (open; D. L. Moody
observation in the book says yes)
Look at Zacchaeus’s response. Read Luke 19:8
Has there been any sincere behavioral change in your life
since you met Jesus? (open)
Read Luke 19:9–10
2. THE CALLING OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES (Matthew 4:18–22)
(key point: HE CHALLENGES US TO BE OUR BEST)
This is a quick story. Read Matthew 4:18 (if needed, read the version in Luke 5:1–11 for more detail)
Who is involved in this story? (Peter and his brother Andrew)
What is their job? (they are fishermen)
Read and discuss Matthew 4:19–22 (see the book for details—
write your notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
The world saw them only as fishermen, but Christ saw in them
something even greater.
What did He say they would become? (fishers of men)
The four of them, along with the other disciples, turned the world
upside down!
When Christ sees you, He doesn’t just see what you are, He sees
what you can become, and He wants us to be our best for His sake.
3. PETER (Luke 22 and John 21) (key point: JESUS IS FORGIVING)
The last person we’ll look at in this study is how Jesus treated His
friend Peter. Who was Peter? (not just a disciple, but the leader of
the disciples)
Read Matthew 16:16–19
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Using the background information in the book, set the stage before
reading Luke 22:33–34.

Notes

How do you think what Christ said made Peter feel? (pretty
lousy)
Read Luke 22:54–57
Who is Peter’s accuser? (a servant girl)
What is significant about that? (she was not anyone that Peter
should have been scare of, but he denied Jesus anyway)
Read Luke 22:58
Strike 2!
Read Luke 22:59–62
Strike 3! (just as Jesus predicted)
Peter felt horrible, but the story is not over. Turn to the last chapter of John.
Read John 21:15
Where are they when this story takes place? (on the beach,
enjoying a fish breakfast after Jesus has risen from the dead)
Read John 21:16–17
While it hurt Peter’s feelings at first, why do you think Jesus
asked him three times if he loved Him? (to restore him into
good fellowship and to show him that He had forgiven him)
What happened to Peter? (see the book for details— write your
notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
So what does all of this have to do with us? (open)
What are some ways that we can treat people the way Jesus
treated people? (open)
Pray to close
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Study Guide for
Jesus is the Life
Notes: Questions are in bold, answers are in parentheses; when you see
“(open)” after a question, that means that the question is an open-ended
one with no particular right answer. Unless otherwise noted, when the
notes ask for a verse to be read it is best to have one of the attendees read
it—get them involved!

Notes

These notes are to be used in conjunction with the book, The
Incomparable Christ.
________________________________________________
Pray to begin
This is our final week on “The Incomparable Christ.” Do you remember the topics we have covered so far? (Jesus is God in the flesh,
He came here in a unique way, He treats people fairly and with love)
Can you list any ministries with the word “life” in their
name? (Young Life, Campus Life, LifeWay Books, Men’s Life, etc.)
Christians obviously have a thing about “life”!
Our final session in this study on Jesus is He is the Life!
What does “life” mean? (open; there are lots of valid definitions)
What makes for a good life? (open)
What would be a bad life in your opinion? (open)
When does life end? (open)
Three of the dictionary definitions of life can be summed up as existence, experience, and eternity.
Jesus said He was “the life.” This idea comes primarily and most
directly from the Gospel of John, so we’re going to be there a lot in
this study.
1. JESUS IS THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE (Existence)
Read John 1:1–4
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In that passage, who is “the Word”? (it’s Jesus!)

Notes

What does that passage say about “the Word”? (that the
Word/Jesus was God; that He has always existed; that He made
everything)
What does that verse mean about Jesus’ relationship to all
life? (it means that He is the source of it)
Have you ever had a pet die? (open)
Why was losing a pet a traumatic experience? (because they
are gone forever; you can’t bring them back)
Who can give life to something that is dead? (only God can
give life; we can take life, we can heal and prolong life, but we cannot animate)
Read John 5:21
What does that tell you about Jesus? (that He has power to give
life)
Read John 5:26 (that confirms it even more)
That’s a rather big claim to make about yourself—that you are the
source of life!
Can you think of a way that Jesus proved that? (raising Lazarus from the dead; His own resurrection)
So, by Jesus’ own description, He is life in the “existence” sense of
meaning.
2. JESUS IS THE SOURCE OF THE BEST LIFE (Experience)
Jesus doesn’t just claim that He made life from scratch. He also
claims that He can improve your life right now.
Read John 10:10
What do you think Christ mean by that? (open)
The idea of “abundant life” in the original Greek is that of life with
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superabundance, i.e., more than just mere existence.

Notes

How is your own life better now that it is being lived with
Christ? (open)
Take a look at this verse: Read John 14:6
If Christ is life itself, what are some implications of that?
(open)
Here are a few that I came up with (see the book for details— write
your notes and questions in the Notes column on this sheet)
Was there anyone in the Bible who regretted following Jesus? (no; for instance, to a man, the disciples chose to die rather
than to desert Him)
Is there any reason why you should regret following Jesus?
(no)
Read Acts 3:15. What does that say about Jesus? (He is the
Author of Life)
If Jesus is the Author of Life, then He knows what makes it best!
3. JESUS IS THE SOURCE OF ETERNAL LIFE (Eternity)
What does “eternal life” mean? (open)
Jesus actually defined it for us. Read John 17:3
Eternal life means knowing God and Jesus.
When does eternity begin? (open)
Here’s what Jesus said. Read John 5:24
According to this verse, when does eternal life begin? (when
you believe in Jesus; it begins NOW—we don’t wait until death)
We all know how we receive biological life (the birds and the bees).
How do we receive eternal life? (open)
Let’s see how Jesus answered that question. Read John 11:25–26
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Eternal life begins when we trust in Christ.

Notes

When does it end? (never—it’s eternal!)
Read John 10:28
What does that tell us about our eternal life? (it cannot be
stolen away; we are secure)
CONCLUSION
Just a few more verses to wrap up the biblical idea that Jesus is life.
Read 1 John 5:11–12
What do those verses tell us? (that without Jesus, you don’t
have life—eternal or otherwise; but with Jesus, you do!)
So what do we do with all of this? (open)
The main thing we should do is let Jesus live through us. Read
Galatians 2:20
One last passage to look at to end the series on the Incomparable
Christ. Read and discuss Philippians 2:5–11. It highlights each of
our four main subjects: the Deity of Christ, His Incarnation and
Nativity, His treatment of Others, and that He is Life Itself!
Pray to close
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